Tltie* father at   first   inconsolable   flung   himself  upon   her
corpse, but recollecting that by   his   vow   she   belonged to
the sacred servant of the god, he took a strange   idea into
his head.    He cremated her body,  put the   ashes   into   an
tarthern pot which he placed in her   chamber,   covered   it
with rich   garments   and   jewels,    and   sprinkled it   with
perfumes, and awaited there the expected visit of the Saint.
His neighbours-friends and foes, Saivas and heretics-waited
and wondered.    When the   Saint at   length   arrived at the
neighbouring shrine   of Tiruvotriyur,   the   bereaved father
repaired thither, fell at his feet,  and told   him the   whole
story.    Sambandhar was deeply affected, and   promised   at
once to visit his town.   The father   caused a covered   way
to be constructed   between    the two   towns,   strewing the
entire   way   with garments   and adorning   the whole   with
choice flowers   and   jewels.   The Saint   worshipped at   the
shrine, and then, surrounded with his company of devofeest
in his usual state, arrived at Mailapur, and bade the father
bring the vessel containing the maiden's ashes to the door
of the temple, which was a very  renowned one.   He then.
regarding the urn, addressed the   maiden as follows:* If it
be true, O Pum-pavai,   that   they   who   have   served   Siva
faithfully behold his presence in bliss, return thou now and
make thyself visible   to the children of   earth'.   He then
sang one of his most beautiful lyrics, the burden   of each
verse of which is*    4Hast thou gone, O Pum-pavai, so that
£hou secst the solemn feast of the God no more?'   In the
ten verses of which it consists, all the great festivals of the
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